
 Joshua J-8 

Chapter 8 

Ai – the Battle and Ai’s Destruction 

Questions from the class? 

 

The issue of the town of Ai starts in Joshua 7 and it relates directly to the sin of Achan that we spoke of last week.  Achan 
stole from the “devoted things,” wealth from Jericho, which God had strictly forbidden.  God identified Achan’s sin and 
Achan as the sinner with the battle over the small town of Ai, about 15 miles from Jericho. 

In Joshua 7:2, Joshua sent spies to determine his plan to destroy the next town of Ai. This was not a fortified city, so the 
report came to Joshua, we only need about 2000-3000 soldiers to destroy Ai.  The 3000 soldiers of Israel were routed by 
the men of Ai, who killed 36 of them, and they ran in fear.  

“At this, the hearts of the people of Israel melted and came like water.” Joshua 7:3-5  

God said that this happened because “Israel sinned; they have violated my covenant.” Joshua 7:11 

Joshua 8 – Ai Destroyed 

 v. 1 What was God’s promise to Joshua before they attacked Ai? 

 v. 2 What was different between Ai’s wealth and Jericho’s? 

 v. 3 Joshua brought his entire army, preparing for a surprise attack from the army of Bethel to the west.  
Joshua’s main army was the bait for the ambush; how many soldiers were in ambush west of the city? 

  How many were the rear guard? 

  (See the map in your Bible.) 

 v. 18-24 At the ambush of Bethel and Ai, how many people of Ai alone were killed? 

 v. 27 What happened to the wealth of the city? 

  What happened to the city? 

  Why were God’s people so brutal to the people of the land? 

Joshua 8:30-35 Altar & Sacrifice 

 v. 30 What was the purpose of building the altar and sacrificing to the Lord? 

  This was the renewal of Moses’ covenant on Mt. Ebal from Deuteronomy 27:1-8. 

 v. 33 Who were the “aliens” mentioned with the “citizens?” 

  Why was the Bible so precise with locations and details?  (Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerizim) 

 v. 34 At this, what did Joshua read to the people? 

Detail means authenticity! 


