
 Joshua J-17 

Chapters 20 & 21 

Questions from the class? 

 

 

Today’s lesson deals with two very different aspects – “cities of refuge” and “towns for the Levites.” In Israel, there was 
a very elementary system of government that relied upon the structure of “tribe-clan-family.” If conflicts developed, 
they moved up the “judicial system” – kind of like the local court system, state Supreme Court and finally the national 
Supreme Court justices. 

Cities of refuge tried to give the accused a safe place to be while verdicts were determined.  This eliminated “blood 
feuds” and “vigilante” killing.  These refuge cities were neutral under the direction of the Levites (priests). 

 

Joshua 20 – Cities of Refuge 

 v. 1 Who created the concept of “cities of refuge?” 

  Why? 

 v. 3 What were these cities for? 

 v. 4 Was the criminal (?) hiding anything? 

  When he arrived, what was he required to state at the city gate? 

 v. 5 What did this city give to the accused? 

  What was the role of the elders of the city of refuge? 

 v. 6 How long must he stay there? 

  Is he “freed” at that time to go home to his family and former life? 

 v. 7-8 How many “cities of refuge” existed throughout Israel? 

 v. 9 Who was able to use these cities of refuge? 

  This process bought the accused time until what happened? 



Joshua 21 – Towns for the Levites 

 v. 1 Who approached the “leadership council?” 

  Who is the “ruling council” made up of? 

  Where did this leading council meet? 

 v. 2 Who directed land/pastures and cities for the Levites? 

 v. 4 How many cities and where – which tribes? 

  Descendants of Aaron 

  Descendants of Kohath 

  Descendants of Gershon 

  Descendants of Merari 

 v. 41 How many towns in all did the Levites receive by the Israelites? 

 v. 44 What does it mean that God gave them rest, as he swore? 

 v. 45 What did Joshua report about “all of God’s promises?” 

 


