
 
 
 

 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

VBS Decorating Day #2 
Saturday April 12 

8:00 am - Noon 
   
   Join us for our second work day in preparing for 
God’s Big Back-yard!  The walls are primed and 
ready to go.  This time around we will be doing the 
scenery and making our theme come to life.  Grab 
your paint clothes and join in! 
 
 
 
 

Women's Spring 
Break Away  

 

(a.k.a. Women’s Day Away) 
 

      We’ve changed the name 
AND the format of this inspiring 

event for women of all ages. A great 
morning of faith building, fellowship, 

food and fun is in store for all. The event will last 
from 8:15 to 12:30, and will include a continental 
breakfast, craft/gift boutique, a women’s clothing 
& housewares exchange, and a salad luncheon.       
     Mary Bloebaum of Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Bloomington, IL will be our featured speaker.  
Some of you may know Mary from past mission 
trips. She is a wonderfully dynamic and inspira-
tional speaker. Plan to bring a friend or two with 
you. Watch for additional information in the 
narthex. Please mark your calendars and plan on 
joining us on Saturday, May 3. Registration begins 
Sunday, April 13. 
 
 

WANTED:  
     For this year's Women’s Spring Break Away (see 
above) we are trying something a little different.  
We will have a craft boutique and a housewares 
and ladies clothing boutique.   
    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Any crafters who would like to set up a table at 
the retreat and sell their crafts should call Pam 
Hickey at 235-1410.     
     We will also hold a house-
wares and women's clothing 
exchange bring an item, take 
an item.  Ladies can drop off a 
few nice, clean items of clothing 
that they no longer want (or that 
no longer fit) and on the day of 
the retreat, they may take an 
item or two from our boutique, 
at no charge.  The same thing 
will apply to housewares.  
  

    THIS IS NOT A GARAGE SALE.  These are 
items that you are tired of looking at but are nice 
home decorating items that someone else might 
appreciate using to decorate their home.  Items 
may be dropped off in the fellowship hall in the 
designated area anytime between now and May 2.  
The items must be in good shape, clean, and the 
clothing on hangers.     
     We hope that those who attend will find this a 
new, fun and rewarding activity in conjunction 
with this ladies retreat and that you will bring your 
adult female family members and friends. If you 
have any questions regarding the exchange or craft 
boutique, please call Pam Hickey at 235-1410. 
 
 
 

 

Draft Day is 
coming 

Mark your calendars. 
Get set for Sunday,  

May 18. 
Watch for more  

details.  
 
 
 
 
 



A Second Chance 
 

   I am not a regular fan of college basketball and 
know very little about how the game really works but 
I know as of this writing we are in what has been 
termed “March Madness.”  As of this writing I know 
the Wisconsin Badgers basketball team is in the 
“sweet sixteen.”  They are now in the elite number of 
the remaining teams for the NCAA tournament 
crown.  They are scheduled to play Davidson College 
on Friday night, March 28.  What the outcome of 
that game will be is unknown at this point but from 
all I’ve seen and read the Badgers were not even 
supposed to go this far in the season.   
  From what I understand the killer about the NCAA 
basketball tournament is that there’s no second 
chance.  During the regular season, you can lay an 
egg in a road game in December and still have the 
rest of the schedule to get it right.  You can finish 
third in the regular season, and you’ve still got your 
conference tournament.  You can even choke in the 
conference tournament 
and your thirty-plus 
other games can still get 
you an at-large bid to 
the big dance.  But once 
the ball goes up in the 
NCAAs, one loss and 
you’re out.  You leave 
your A-game in the 
locker room now, and 
you go home.  This shot 
rims out at the buzzer, 
and you don’t get another one.  You get one shining 
moment.  No second chance. 
  The Resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ however, 
is all about second chances.  Not only do we-unlike 
the rest of the world-celebrate Easter again, but 
Easter itself gives us another chance.  Those poor 
disciples had blown their shot to stand by Jesus 
when the chips were down, all of them running away 
when the circum-stances were threatening.  Now, on 
Easter Day Jesus appears to them as they are behind 
locked doors and says to them, “Peace be with you” 
(John 20:19).  What does this mean?  Jesus is telling 
them that their sins are forgiven!  Their slate is wiped 
clean.  Jesus is telling them that they’re His disciples 
again.  He’s telling them that they will have lots of 
chances to speak up for Him.   
  Thomas wouldn’t believe when the other apostles 
first gave him the word of Jesus’ resurrection, but 
Jesus appeared a second time and this time he 
confesses, “My Lord and my God!”  (John 20:28).   
  It is not a question of IF we will let our Savior down 
again and again, but WHEN.  We certainly let our 
Lord down when we sin against Him and others.  
When we let Jesus down again and again, over and 
over again the pastor declares on Sunday mornings, 
“I forgive you all your sins,” it’s as sure as Jesus 
Himself speaking those words of absolution (20:23).  

When Jesus rose from the grave, He gave his Church 
the power to wipe our slates clean, to give us another 
chance to be God’s people, every time until the day 
when every moment is shining in heaven. 
  May we all praise our God for giving us “another 
chance” and serve Him in joy! 
 

In His service, 
Pastor Mueller 

 
“For I resolved to know nothing while with you 

except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2) 
 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

 What an honor and privilege it has been to 
minister along side each of you over these past six 
years. I have seen God do many great and mighty 
things in and through so many of you. God has 
stretched each of us and continues to mold us into 
the developing disciples of Christ that He so desires. 
Even though the road has been tough and painful at 
times God’s work is so evident here at Bethlehem. My 
life has been impacted by your love, partnership and 
fellowship. I hope that my passion and hunger for the 
Lord has spilled over upon you and impacted your 
lives. And now, being compelled by the Holy Spirit 
we are accepting the call to First Lutheran Church in 
Charlotte, MI. This has and is a difficult decision for 
Nikki and I but we have to be faithful and obedient to 
the Lord. I pray for your support and blessing as we 
go forward to a new town equipping, encouraging 
and empowering the Body of Christ to continue 
making a kingdom difference for eternity.  
 I know that the Best Is Yet To Come for 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church. God has brought each 
and every one of you here for a reason. You have a 
purpose and may God continue to reveal His passion 
and desire for you. This is God’s church and you are 
all a part of the Body. Use your gifts and abilities to 
build up each other and the kingdom of God. Don’t 
sit back and miss out in what God is doing here. He 
has called each of you by name and is calling each of 
you to participate in what He is doing here. God has 
blessed you with a compassionate pastor in Rev. 
Steve Mueller and I know in my heart that He is 
bringing another pastor who will lead this church 
into the next exciting chapter of ministry here at 
Bethlehem. Love, support and encourage your 
church workers and don’t be afraid of being stretched 
and led by the Holy Spirit. 
     I Love you each and so appreciate who you are in 
Christ Jesus. 

Your Brother in Christ 
Peter R Imlah 

 
 



 
Spring Sunday school Offerings 

 
 

Kingdom Quest & Quest 56 
along with 

Compassion International and Youth 
Specialties INVITE YOU to help end malaria! 

 
     "If you think you’re too small to make a difference, 
try sleeping in a room with a mosquito." Every African 
knows this is true because mosquitoes carry malaria—a 
tropical disease that kills over 750,000 children each 
year. That’s one child every 30 seconds. In Africa, 
mosquitoes make a huge difference in the lives of poor 
families and children. And it all starts with a tiny bite. 
 

     Malaria begins with a bite. We believe that 
generation change can end malaria with an even bigger 
bite. The BITE BACK campaign is mobilizing youth 
around the country to purchase 300,000 mosquito nets 
to protect African children from malaria. Let’s be the 
generation that ends malaria. They aren’t just for 
princesses anymore. 
Insecticide-treated bed nets are one of the most 
effective strategies to stop the spread of malaria. Here’s 
a few reasons why: 
 

1. Bed nets are cheap. 
 

     For about $10—the cost of a CD or night at the 
movies—a bed net will protect a child for about three 
years. Believe it or not, that is less than a penny per day. 

 

2. Bed nets are effective. 
 

    When a bed net is treated with insecticide it is 
effective in block-ing mosquitoes from transmitting 
malaria. How effective? The nets can reduce the 
mortality rate from malaria by 20%.  
 

3. Bed nets are part of a  
larger strategy. 

 

    Bed nets are even more effective when used in 
combination with other strategies such as spraying 
insecticide inside and outside the house and removing 
mosquito breeding grounds. 
 

Straight talk about the number one killer of children 

in Africa. 
 
 

     Malaria is a blood infection caused by a tiny parasite. 
A person becomes infected after being bitten by a 
mosquito carrying the malaria parasite.  
 

     Malaria starts with a fever. Then come the headaches 
and the vomiting. If not treated quickly, malaria can 
overwhelm the body or even infect the brain and cause 
a coma. At this point, malaria becomes fatal. Here are 
some quick figures for you to consider:  
 

 350-500 million cases of malaria occur 
worldwide each year. 

 
 Malaria causes 20 percent of ALL childhood 

deaths in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 

 90 percent of malaria deaths occur in Africa—
nearly 1 million people. 

 
 Malaria kills 3,000 children each day. 

 

     Our Sunday school offerings from now until the end 
of the school year will go to this worthy project.  For 
more information check out www.biteback.net  

 

CrossTraining Confirmation 
 

April 
 

  2  OFF 
  9  Confirmation  6:00pm 
16  Truth  6:00pm 
23   Sacrament Review 6:00pm 
30   Sacrament Final/Mentors (6th Graders) 6:00pm 
  

Soul†Fire High School Youth 
Ministry 
 

April 
 

  6   SPYN Youth Night at the Sun Prairie Youth Center 
6:00 – 7:30pm 

13 Love, Sex and Dating – So  
    Many Messages, Only One  

Truth 6:00 – 8:00pm 
20 Can You Stand Being (Ugh!)  

Single? – Putting Dating on  
the back burner could  be a wise choice  6:00 - 
8:00pm 

27 TBA 
 
 

Sun Prairie Youth Network  
Night Games, Fun, Food, & 

Conversation 
 

Sunday April 6th 
 

Inviting  all Sun Prairie Church Youth Groups 
 

Enter lower level of Youth Center 
160 South Street  (Old YMCA – by SP High school) 

 

·    Junior High 4:00 - 5:30 pm 
·    Senior High 6:00 - 7:30 pm 

 
Let Pete know if you are planning to attend. 

Bring a friend 
  



Easter Breakfast Thank You!!!! 
    Thank you to all those who generously donated goods 
for the Easter Breakfast. We also re-ceived 
$1,055 in free- will offerings toward our 
mission trip this summer to the Inner-
City Chicago. $800 of this will be matched by Thrivent 
Financial’s “Care in Congregations” program. These 
funds will help pay a portion of the cost for the adults 
who will attend and provide scholarship funds for 
students who need financial sup-port. Thanks again!! 
You are a blessing!! 

Madison Area Lutheran Council - Jail 
Ministry  

Quilt Quilt Quilt Quilt AuctionAuctionAuctionAuction 
 

Saturday  
April12, 2008 

 

Christ Lutheran Church  
220 South Main  DeForest, WI   
846-4719 

 

Doors open at 12:30pm, Auction 
starts at 1:00 pm.   

 

All proceeds benefit the Jail Ministry of Dane County.  
 

Supported by Dane County East and West Chapters of 
Thrivent Financial 

 

Mission Trip Forms & Deposit due 
April 13. 
   

    Youth and adults desiring to attend this summers 
UKANDU mission trip to Chicago are to have their 
$100 deposit and all paper-work handed into to Pete on 
or before April 13. Those who don't have forms yet, 
please see Pete as soon as possible. It's not too late to 
sign up if you'd like to join us this summer. See Pete if 
you have any questions. 
  
 

 

God’s Big Backyard –  
 

Where WE have a blast 
serving Jesus! 
VBS 2008 

July 13 – 17,     5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
    Our intergenerational 
VBS is ready to roll this summer.  Get ready for an 
outdoor adventure that starts in our own backyard and 
gets bigger each day as we take our love of Jesus into 
our neighborhoods and communities this July.  This 
year our theme is service – Serve Family, Friends, 

Neighborhood, Community and Jesus.  We will have 
great Bible lessons, drama, fun backyard games, 
uplifting music and creative crafts.  Don’t forget each 
night begins with a family style dinner for fun and 
fellowship.  Join us to find out how much fun there is in 
serving! 
     Volunteers are also needed for all areas.  If interested 
please contact Heather Cook at 
marketing@bethlehemlc.org 
      Get ready to serve! 
 
 
Vicar’s Report: Spring, 2008 
 
My dear friends at Bethlehem, 
    Greetings in the  
name of Jesus! I am happy to report 
that my vicarage here at St Paul Lutheran 
Church in Albion, Michigan continues to go along very 
well; eight months down and only four to go.  As you 
may recall, this church is in a transition phase after 
going through some rather difficult years. My 
supervisor is an intentional interim pastor who was 
brought in to facilitate this transition, and we have 
worked very hard to get the congregation into a position 
so it may begin calling its next permanent pastor. Much 
of this work is communica-tion and structure related; 
getting the various church boards re-established and 
doing the things they are supposed to do according to 
the constitution. We’ve also performed a major clean-
up and reorganization of the membership database, and 
produced a first-ever membership directory for 
distribu-tion. There still remains a lot more work to be 
done, but we feel confident that things are back on the 
right track and that a new pastor will have a much 
better starting place than before. The Michigan District 
President is coming here in two weeks to begin the 
process of seeing who the Holy Spirit has in mind as the 
next Pastor of St Paul’s.  
     We are also getting very close to the time when the 
seminaries announce the call assignments for spring 
candidates. This year the Fort Wayne assignments will 
be made on Wednesday, April 23 in a worship service 
that begins at 7pm (Eastern Time). If anyone is 
interested, you can listen to the service live on the 
internet – just go to the seminary’s web site 
(www.ctsfw.edu) and follow the links. Caryl and I have 
spent a lot of time talking and praying about this day, 
and of course we still have no idea where we will be 
sent. But we recognize how richly God has blessed us 
through every step of this long process, and we trust 
that wherever He wills to send us is where we should 
be. We are hoping to get back to Wisconsin so that we 
can be closer to family, but again that’s in God’s hands.  
    On the home front, all our family members continue 
to do well. Caryl is busy with her work at the university 
and with keeping our household running while I’m up 
in Michigan. Ethan is very active in school drama video 
groups, and will be competing in two categories at the 
State speech meet (he was sectional champ for poetry – 
pretty impressive for a sophomore!). Lizzy is very much 

 

 

  



enjoying her freshman year at college and helped form 
the first-ever LCMS student group on the Harvard 
campus. She likes being the “poor, conservative, 
Christian kid from Indiana” amongst the Ivy League 
crowd, and has made some won-derful friends from all 
over the world.  
     As always, I’d love to hear from you; my email 
address is spirapj@ctsfw.edu. Blessings and peace in 
Christ,  
 

Vicar Paul Spira 

When God’s People Pray 
Tuesday Mornings at 6:00a.m. 

Beans N Cream 
Madison 

 
Come and discover the transforming power of prayer. 

“Caregivers Connecting:  
You are not Alone” 
 Caregiving happens in many 
ways and in many places—in your 
home, when your loved one is living alone and 
when he or she is a long distance from you. Learn how to 
handle the demands and stresses of caring for a family 
member or friend who is approaching the end of life at 
HospiceCare’s next question-and-answer seminar, 
“Caregivers Connecting: You are not Alone.” This free 
seminar will offer participants strategies to help cope 
with the changes, losses and life transitions that come 
with serious illness. Participants will pick up tips for 
self-care and learn how to create a positive caregiving 
experience. The seminar will be held on Tuesday, April 
8, 7:00– 8:30 p.m. at the Don & Marilyn Anderson 
HospiceCare Center, 5395 E. Cheryl Parkway, in 
Madison. Registration is not required. 
 

Lutheran Women in Mission 
  

     Our Women’s Guild/LWML will make witness 
bracelets and cards for our prayer shawls at the next 
meeting on Monday, April 7 at 7:00 p.m.  All women 
and confirmed girls are invited to attend.  
 
“Thank You” from Puerto Rico –  
 

    Our LWML women conducted a bake sale last fall and 
gave the profits to Andrea Henrich to use for the MOST 
Ministries eye glass mission trip to Puerto Rico in 
November of last year.  While on the mission trip 
Andrea donated the $200 to Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico.  Prince of Peace 
conducted the eye clinics.  Despite having a very small 
membership, this church has many programs that 
minister to the community, including a very active 
puppet ministry.  They sent the following “thank you” to 
Bethlehem: 
 

Dear Friends in Christ, 
      Thank you so much for the gift given to further 
the puppet ministry at Principe de Paz, Mayaguez, 

Puerto Rico.  One of our members, William, will be 
offering “puppet classes” as an outreach to the 
community.  We pray that this will open the door for 
the Gospel to touch lives.  Please know that your 
thoughtfulness and generosity are greatly 
appreciated.  God’s blessings on your work for the 
Kingdom. 
   Love, 
   Your brothers and sisters in Christ at 
Principe de Paz in Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. 
 

Knit/Crocheted bandages once 
again accepted 
 

     We have found a new group that 
accepts and distributes hand knitted or 
crocheted bandages for leprosy 
patients.  Pick up a sheet of 
instructions from the Ladies’ Guild table across 
from the mail slots.  Finished bandages may be 
placed in the basket on the table.  Super easy – a 
great project for beginners and a snap for veterans.  
Just the right size to fit in your purse for the odd 
“waiting” moment or lunch break. 

Make a Blanket for Project Linus 
 

   Project Linus is a non-profit organization, dedicated 
to "Providing Security Through Blankets," for ill or 
traumatized children and teens.  
    Blankets should be home-made of all-new 
washable materials (no recycled materials or wool) 
in child or teen-friendly colors or prints (animals are 
especially popular).  45x60” is the most needed blanket 
size, but  many sizes are useful. They should be at least 
30x36” for infants, 45x45” and 45x60” for older kids, 
up to a maximum of about 45x72.”    
   Blankets may be knitted, crocheted, fleece or quilted. 
For fringed fleece blankets, it is best to start with a 1 ½ 
yd length of 60” wide fleece.  
   Place finished blankets 
in the blue box under the  
       Women’s Guild table in  
           the hallway. 
 
 
 
 
Call the Prayer Chain 
 

     If you have a prayer request for members of 
Bethlehem, their families or friends call Judy Meyers at 
608 837-4992 (home) or  Nancy Anderson at 825-3333 
(home) or 244-6181 (work) to activate the prayer 
chain.   
 
 
 
 

 



Coach Tour to Bethesda Lutheran 
Home 
 

    A day at Bethesda Lutheran Home in Watertown has 
been planned just for you!  A one-day bus tour on 
Tuesday, April 22 will depart from Beloit, Janesville 
and then Madison (American Center Park & Ride, 8:30 
a.m.  US 151 & America Parkway).  Cost is $10 and 
includes bus fare & lunch.  Tour will include visits to the 
Watertown Campus, Camp Matz, Bethesda Gift Shoppe, 
Bethesda Thrift Store, and the Donations Department.   
     This is the perfect time to enjoy the beauty of the 
outdoors and see for yourself how Bethesda helps to 
care for the physical and spiritual needs of people with 
develop-mental disabilities.      
     Reservations by April 8 are a must – call Mary 
Schaumberg at 1-800-383-8743, ext 3470 or email at 
development@blhs.org 

Older Adult Ministry 
Cedar Valley Gathering 

 

     With all world religions claiming to teach the truth, 
what makes Christianity any different?  “A Day with Dr. 
Maier” will answer that question and more at the LCMS 
South Wisconsin District 11th Annual Cedar Valley 
Gather-ing, May 13-14, 2008.  Dr. Paul L. Maier will 
lead the retreat in “Looking at Christ’s Clear Credentials 
and the Competition.”  Sponsored by the District Older 
Adult Ministry Committee, the retreat welcomes active 
retirees, pastors, lay ministers, Bible class leaders, and 
other adults.  Free brochures are available by writing: 
LCMS Cedar Valley Gathering, LCMS South Wisconsin 
District, 8100 W. Capitol Dr., Milwaukee, WI 53222 or 
call (414) 464-8100.  Due to room and space 
limitations, registration is open to only the first 100 
registrants. 
 

 

 

Relay for Life 
Concert 

 

June 22, 2008 
 

Stay tuned for  
more information 

LCFS VISIONS OF  

CHOCOLATE 
   Have you gotten your tickets for 
Visions of Chocolate?  It’s a 
fundraiser for Lutheran Coun-
seling and Family Services, and it 
will be held at the Milwaukee County 
Zoo on Friday, April 25 from 7:00-10:00 p.m.  The 

$45.00 ticket includes free parking, admission to 
outside zoo exhibits, food tasting – especially chocolate 
items, and a silent auction.  The silent auction will 
feature Brewers tickets, a stereo-phone, gift certificates 
to restaurants and garden supplies.  Hear the sounds of 
the New Berlin Jazz Players Big Band.  Call 800-291-
4513 today. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Marriage and the Man in the 
Middle 
 In Ecclesiastes 3:12, Solomon said, “A cord of three 
strands is not quickly broken.” As Christians, we know 
that the strength of marriage depends on more than a 
husband and wife. Jesus Christ is the Man in the Middle 
whom every mar-riage needs for strength. That doesn’t 
mean that there won’t be arguments, problems or 
selfish-ness. Because marriage is such an important 
gift, we need to work at it, and the counselors at 
Lutheran Counseling and Family Services of 
Wisconsin can help us do that. Call 800-291-4513 for 
a local appointment. 

 
Family Emergency Steward 
Account  
 

     Do you have funds set aside that can be used for the 
unexpected?  The Lutheran Church Extension Fund 
(LCEF) offers an investment tool that helps to meet the 
needs of your family during those surpri-sing times.  
The Family Emergency Steward Account provides 
opportunity for investment growth and convenient 
access to funds.  Call 1-800-843-5233 or visit the LCEF 
Web site www.lcef.org for more information. 

The Chaplain’s Corner  
April 2008 

 
Sheboygan County Chaplaincy Ministry 

P.O. Box 351, Plymouth, WI 53073 
Rev. Tom Fleischmann, Chaplain 

[920]-892-2211 
Brotherskeeper99@yahoo.com 

 
Culver’s Fish Fry Netted a Night of Food, 
Fellowship and Funds 
 

   On Friday, February 8, Culver’s Restaurant of 
Plymouth hosted a Fish Fry Fundraiser for the Chap-
laincy Ministry.  Owner Scott Clark and the Culver’s 
Crew fried up dozens of pounds of Walleye and Cod as 
well as serving Butter Burgers and Custard treats to 
hundreds of patrons who came between 5-8 pm to show 
their support for the nursing home ministry.  10% of all 

 

MarriageCounseling



sales during the three hours were donated by Clark 
Foods, Inc. 
     Along with the Culver’s Crew, members of the 
Chaplaincy Board of Directors and volunteers helped 
serve meals, buss tables and greet customers.  “There 
were people waiting in the parking lot for a space and in 
the dining room for a table,” said Valerie Fleischmann, 
who works for Plymouth Culver’s when not in school at 
Lutheran High in Sheboygan. “Drive through had a lot 
less customers than usual.  Most people wanted to come 
in and eat and visit”, Val remarked.  Scott Clark said 
this event topped sales for the time slot. Scott-“Many 
folks came to see Pastor Tom and show their support 
for this ministry.  The Plymouth community responds 
well where there is a need.” 
    Funds from Culver’s sales, coun-ter bucket donations, 
personal gifts and supplemental funds from the West 
Sheboygan Chapter of Thri-vent Financial will exceed 
$2,200.  The Lord through loving and caring people has 
truly blessed us. 
    The fundraiser was held to pur-chase a LCD 
projection screen.  By the generosity of the community, 
Culver’s and Thrivent, a sound system and other video 
equipment can be bought as well.  This will allow video 
presentations to be given at Churches and Community 
groups telling of the mission of the Chaplaincy. 
 

                   GOD’S BLESSINGS! 
                                                                                                                    Pastor TomPastor TomPastor TomPastor Tom    

P.S.  See you at the  
Chaplain’s Picnic 

Sunday, June 29  at the Fairgrounds in Plymouth.   
 2008 Theme is 

“Down on the Farm.” 
 

PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 12, 2008 

 
Present: Pastor Mueller, Pete Imlah, Jim McCourt, Bob 
Hickey, Keith McCredie, Tom Barnet, & Pat Schommer 
    Executive Director Tim Mielcarek called meeting to order at 
5:30pm.   Pastor Mueller opened in prayer. 
    Minutes of previous meeting approved. 
    Treasurer’s report presented by Pat Schommer 
    Pastor Mueller & Pete Imlah discussed their staff reports. 
    Board of Properties chair Keith McCredie discussed the 
leaking problems with our roof and reported the problems will 
be addressed as soon as weather allows. 
    Board of Lay Ministry chair Jim McCourt updated PPC on 
the formation of a Music Committee that has begun meeting 
monthly. A motion to be presented at the upcoming February 
voters meeting moving that a Lead Pastor position be added 
to our budget was also discussed. 
    A suggestion from one of our members to sell advertising to 
members in Tidings was discussed. The feeling was the idea is 
fine, but someone would have to step up to coordinate the 
project. Any volunteers should talk with Pastor or Pete.  
   Meeting adjourned at 6:30.     Pete Imlah closed in prayer. 
   Minutes submitted by Tim Mielcarek. 
 
 

VOTER’S MEETING MINUTES 
 

MARCH 9, 2008 
 

   Meeting called to order at 12:05 PM by Executive Director 
Tim Mielcarek. 
    Pastor Mueller opened meeting with prayer. 
    List for reception of 7 new members and removal of 5 
former members read by Jim McCourt, Lay Ministry Chair.   
Motion made to approve and seconded.   Motion passed 
unanimously. 
    Motion to approve minutes of December voter’s meeting 
made and seconded. Motion passed unanimously. 
    Treasurer Pat Schommer was unable to attend—treasurer’s 
report was presented by Executive Director Tim Mielcarek.  
Weekly collections are running about $2,400 short of amount 
needed to cover our annual average weekly expenses.    The 
cash balance in our general fund is about $20,000. 
    Board of Lay Ministry chair Jim McCourt reported choir 
director Jim Isaacson resigned and will be replaced on a 
temporary basis by Amanda Busse, Kris Hebel, and Keith 
Nelson.   Jim McCourt also discussed the membership needs 
of Lay Ministry, as only two members have terms expiring 
beyond June 2008 and he also announced he will be stepping 
down as Lay Ministry chair when his term expires in June. 
    Board of Properties member Tom Heuman reported the 
roof problems will be addressed when the weather allows and 
thanked the members for the free will offering last week to 
help with this winter’s too often used snow plowing budget. 
    Board of Stewardship chair Tom Barnet reported 
Stewardship is discussing ways to encourage our members to 
better serve the church with their time, talent and treasures.  
    Evangelism Board chair Randy Lange discussed the current 
focus of their board from a visitor brochure to new member 
assimilation. 
    Pastor Mueller and Pete Imlah presented their staff reports. 
Pete asked that we pray for him and Nikki and family as they 
consider his call to Michigan and his call to stay at Bethlehem. 
    Lay Ministry presented the following motion: “Moved that 
we establish a budget line item in the voters’ budget for 
$50,000 for 2008 to be used for all related expenses to the 
calling of an additional pastoral position for Bethlehem 
Lutheran Church.   This will include, but not be limited to, 
covering salary, benefits, travel, relocation, etc.”  The motion 
was seconded.  After a discussion by Pastor Mueller and other 
comments, ques-tions and answers, the motion was passed 
unanimously. 
    Assistant Executive Director Bob Hickey is the chair of the 
Nominating Committee for our board and officer positions 
and discussed the nomina-ting process.  A slate of candidates 
will be presented to the voters for consider-ation at the May 
voters’ meeting. 
   Meeting adjourned, Pete Imlah closed in prayer. 

Respectfully Submitted By: 
Beth Mielcarek, Secretary 

 
PARISH PLANNING COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

MARCH 11, 2008 
 

Present: Pastor Mueller, Pete Imlah, Jim McCourt, Bob 
Hickey, Keith McCredie, Tom Barnet, Pat Schommer,  
Brenda Detert, Randy Lange, Tim  
Mielcarek and congregation member Jim Isaacson 
    Executive Director Tim Mielcarek called meeting to order at 
5:20pm.   Pastor Mueller opened in prayer. 
    Lay Ministry chair Jim McCourt led a discussion on Pete’s 
call, the process for calling an additional pastor as approved 
by the voters at the March 9 voters’ meeting, and updated PPC 
on the choir situation. Pete will have an answer on his call by 
the Monday after Easter. Lay Ministry will oversee a call 
committee to work on finding an additional pastor for 
Bethlehem. An informational meeting will be held for people 
interested in being on the call committee—time and date to be 
determined and announced to the congregation. Jim 



Isaacson, our choir director for the past 24 years, has 
resigned. A music committee was formed shortly before Jim’s 
resignation and will continue to meet and work with the choir. 
    Jim Isaacson discussed some of his feelings about the choir 
and reasons why he left and PPC expressed our sincere 
gratitude to him for his 24 years of directing our choir. 
    It was moved and seconded to accept the minutes of the 
February 12 PPC meeting. Passed unanimously. 
    The treasurer’s report was discussed by Pat Schommer. A 
discussion was held on how best to handle our general fund 
cash balance—which has shrunk to about $20,000. It was 
decided that our cash balance and lower than budgeted 
donations financial situation will be presented to the 
congregation immediately after Pastor Mueller presents a 
sermon on giving at our services on Sunday April 13. Pat, Bob, 
Jim, and Tim will meet to discuss the presentation and bring 
it back to the PPC meeting on April 8 for feedback. 
    Board of Stewardship chair Tom Barnet discussed the 
upcoming draft on May 18 and some of the other initiatives 
Stewardship is working on to better equip our members for 
“giving from instead of giving to”. 
    Board of Properties chair Keith McCredie and Evangelism 
chair Randy Lange updated us on the activities of their boards 
and Fellowship chair Brenda Detert updated us on the 
activities of her committee. 
     Nominating Committee chair Bob Hickey reviewed the 
nominating form and process he will be using to propose 
members to fill board and executive director and assistant 
executive director vacancies. 
    Pastor Mueller & Pete Imlah discussed their staff reports. 
    Meeting adjourned at 6:55.  Pete Imlah closed the meeting 
in prayer. 
   Minutes submitted by Tim Mielcarek. 

Volunteer Opportunities   
 

Oakwood Village East 
5565 Tancho Drive 
Madison, WI 53718 
 

Contact Kim Viney, 230-4238 or 
kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net to volunteer for any of the 
following or for more information. 
 
Village Mercantile –   
     

   Volunteers are needed for the Village Mercantile gift shop 
and grocery store in the Community Center at Oakwood 
Village East Retirement Community.      
   Volunteers are needed Monday-Friday 9:45 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. or 12:30-3:15 p.m., or on Saturday, 12:45-3:15 p.m. 
New Village Mercantile volunteers receive training and a 
20% discount on regular-priced gift shop merchandise on 
the day(s) they volunteer in the Mercantile.  
 
 
Oakwood Village East New Health Care Facility  
Volunteers 
 

    Volunteers will be needed for Oakwood East’s new health 
care facility to deliver mail to residents  
each day in the afternoon, visit residents one-on-one on a 
weekly basis, lead sing-a-longs or other activities during 
the week or on the weekends and bring pets in for visits.  
Days, time & scheduling negotiable and flexible based on 
volunteer’s availability. 
 
Oakwood Village East Seasons/Knoll/Meadows 
Volunteer Escorts 

 

   Volunteers needed once a month on the first Tuesday 
evening to help Seasons/Knoll/Meadows residents attend 
a Jerry Strack program in the Tree of Life Chapel.  
 
 
Colonial Club Senior Activity Center 
 

Contact Lynn at 837-4611  x120 
Or lpawelski@colonialclub.org 
 
Receptionist 
 

 Be in the center of the action!  Meet a variety of people 
and learn more about what happens at the Colonial Club.  
Weekly and substitute volunteers currently needed. 
 
Home Delivered Meal Drivers 
 

 Would you like to deliver a hot noon meal and a smile 
to seniors in Sun Prairie, Marshall, Cottage Grove or 
Deerfield?  Our home delivered meal program is growing 
and we have added a route.  Weekly drivers and substitutes 
are needed.  Mileage reimbursement is available. 
 
Strawberry Fest is Just Around the Corner 
 

  Like Strawberries?  Are you a crafter?  Do the kids in 
your life like to play carnival games?  There are volunteer 
opportunities for everyone at the 21st Annual Strawberry 
Fest on Saturday, June 21. 
 
Bethlehem Lutheran Church 
300 Broadway Drive 
Sun Prairie, WI 53590 
608-837-7446 

    
Worship:Worship:Worship:Worship:    

Sundays 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. 
Sunday School 9:25 a.m. 

 
 

Rev. Stephen M. Mueller, Pastor 
Mr. Peter R. Imlah, 

Youth & Family Minister 
www.bethlehemlc.org 

 
 
 
 


