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Noah’s Ark - Day at the Water Park
Friday, June 29, 2007

It’s that time of year again when
the South Wisconsin District
sponsors an all day event at Noah’s
Ark Water Park in Wisconsin
Dells. Your special event ticket
includes one regular
admission park ticket and
an all-you-can-eat lunch &
buffet.

You will enjoy over 80
family activities and rides
including Time Warp (new in
2007), Noah’s 4-D Dive-in theater featuring
Spongebob Squarepants! Noah’s Incredible
Adventure, 40 waterslides, the Midwest’s two
largest wave pools, two endless rivers, and so
much more. And it’s offered to you at a price LESS
than what you could go for yourself!

Tickets are: Adults $26
Children $22 (12 and under)

(Regular admission is $31.99 + tax and no lunch)

Payment must be made to Pete on or
before June 6.

Vacation Bible School 2007
Mission: VBS ‘007

Agents: All Members & Friends

Date: July 15 — 19

Time: 5:30 - 8:15 p.m.

Objective: Decoding Joshua 1:9 “Be Strong &
Courageous”

Join us for SonForce Kids, a week of out-of-
this-world adventure!

Our ‘Missions’ will challenge us to TRUST in
God’s Plans, UNITE with God’s People, TRAIN
for God’s Service, FOLLOW in God’s Path and
LEAD Others to God’s Promises!

VBS ‘007
promises a great
time with lively
songs, hilarious
skits, creative
crafts, exciting
games, Bible stories
and delicious dinners—all of the things that make
VBS the event of the summer. On top of that, we
will be learning about how to have courage to serve
God as His special agents. SonForce Kids will be
an inspirational and educational adventure for
your entire family. All ages are welcome!

Register today at the “headquarters” in the
narthex!
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Have you ever wanted to be in a play before a
live audience? Have you ever wanted participate
in a Dinner Theater production? Here's your
chance to do both!! October 20 is the date set for
the Mystery Dinner Theater production.

If you are interested in being an actor (very few
lines to memorize), would like to preview the
script, or want more information, please call Linda
Scholfield at 467-8565 or Ischolfield @charter.net.
Casting call will be Sunday, August 5 between
services.



Counterfeit Christians

Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of
heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field.

But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away.

When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the
weeds also appeared.

"The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir,
didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did
the weeds
come from?' \\| /

"'An enemy did this," he W
replied. "The servants Wi
asked him, 'Do you want W[ |
to go and pull them up?’

"No,"' he answered,
'because while you are
pulling the weeds, you
may root up the wheat
with them.

Let both grow together
until the harvest. At that

time I will tell the

harvesters: First collect the

weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then

gather the wheat and bring it into my barn."
Matthew 13:24-30

I’'m about to make a confes-sion - sometimes I
have a much more difficult time dealing with
certain people in church than I do with other
people in my life. Perhaps as a Pastor I have a
much higher expectation for my brothers and
sisters in Christ. We share a common faith and
have clear biblical standards for living and are
called to “love one another.” It hurts more deeply
when fellow churchgoers treat me as badly as or
worse than anyone else does. Gossip and tears and
hurts exist within and without the church.

In Martin Luther’s message about the parable of
the wheat and the tares he examines the perennial
problem of counter-feit Christians in the church.
As long as we live in this fallen world, says Luther,
the church will have hypocrites and troublemakers
worshipping among the true Christians. This is
true for all denominations. Speaking of Jesus,
Luther says:

In this parable our dear Lord Jesus Christ
advises us not to be offended when, as the word of
the Gospel is sown, seeds of noxious tares are
also sown among the good seed, so that as a
result, bad and good, counterfeit Christians and
gen-uine Christians, are mingled together... His
purpose, there-fore, is to emphasize that whoever
posses-ses the gospel should be forewarned and
spiritually fore-armed. For along-side the true,
pure doctrine of the gospel

many fanatical
spirits, heresies, and

offenses will sprout up,
over which we must not fret unduly.

(5% Sunday after Epiphany, vol. 1, 264)

To this comment Luther adds the picturesque
maxim, “When God builds a church, the devil
builds a chapel next door.” The parable makes it
clear that placing problematic people in the church
is certainly the work of Satan. We should not over-
react to false Christians among us, as there will
always be some tares planted in every church.

Let us look beyond the tares and appreciate the
good wheat -those sincere, loving, persever-ing
Christians who are still working hard despite the
coun-terfeits in their midst. “Let both grow
together,” says Christ, so that I retain my wheat,
lest it be pulled out and destroyed; I shall ordain
that at the proper time the reapers will gather up
the tares so that they may be thrown into the fire.

In thinking of these things I am reminded that I
am far from flawless and can be a stumbling block
to another worshipper who knows all about my
short-comings. So my first duty is to humble
myself and to pray for the Holy Spirit to guide me
away from my own hypocrisy and troublemaking.
I can pray daily, “Lord, make me wheat, and not a
tare in my church.”

Secondly, look beyond the tares to see the real
body of Christ. The parable of the wheat and tares
is Jesus’ clear message for me to stop fussing
about other people in the church; instead, to turn
my attention and energies to the real work of the
kingdom of God. Only in His forgiveness can I
embrace my brothers and sisters in the faith. Only
in His strength can I devote myself to the tasks He
gives me.

May our Lord bless you as you focus on His
Kingdom work!

In service to Jesus,
Pastor Mueller

“For I resolved to know nothing while with you except Jesus
Christ and Him crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2)

WHATEVER

Rid Yourself of
Stinkin' Thinkin'

"Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is
noble, what-ever is right, whatever is pure,
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable - if
anything is excellent or praiseworthy - think
about such things."

Philippians 4:8



You are where you are and what you are largely
because of the dominating attitudes that occupy
your mind. If you allow your negative situations to
control your attitude, you might as well turn out
the lights because the party’s over. You're going
nowhere — in your relationships, in your career,
physically, emotionally and spiritually — with a
negative attitude.

There are two key questions to ask in predicting
a person’s future. “Can they?”... which is an issue
of ability and “will they?”... which is an issue of
attitude. Attitude is the major difference between
success and failure.

¢ Some of us are struggling with an attitude of
worthlessness. “I stink.”

e Others of us are struggling with an attitude of
loveless-ness. “You stink.”

e Some of us are struggling with an attitude of
bitterness. “Life stinks.”

Our minds are always working. In fact, we think
so much faster than we can speak. So, the gears are
tuning. But too often they are turning in the wrong
direction. When our attitude in life is negative, the
gears are grinding the wrong way. When the gears
in our minds are turning in the wrong way, we call
it stinkin’ thinkin’

Defining stinkin’ thinkin’
Worthlessness “I stink” =

No peace with myself
Loveless-ness “You stink” =

No peace with others
Bitterness “Life stinks” =

No peace with God

This summer’s UKANDU Mission Trip to
Chicago will be based on this Theme of
"WHATEVER" Rid Yourself of Stinkin' Thinkin'. I
so appre-ciate the support our mission team has
received from Bethlehem. Your generous
donations and financial support with our Easter
Breakfast and Pie Auction were such a huge
blessings. Also monies raised from our Ladies
Guild will allow use to be used in many great ways
this summer ministering to those in the Inner-City
Chicago. One request I have of our congre-gation
is to keep our team and those joining us from
other churches in your prayers during the week of
June 17 - 23.

This summer we will be hosting three different
Vacation Bible Schools, helping a church prepare
it's facilities to begin an outreach program to youth
and possibly a school again, build a deck on the
back of a pastor’s home, paint an elderly woman's

home, paint classrooms and build a loft and
cubbies. We are excited that new doors are being
opened for our ministry and look forward to what
God has planned for us this summer.

Peter R Imlah

Youth & Family Minister

“Equipping, Encouraging & Empowering the Body of
Christ”

2007 Mission Trip Participants as of May
23rd

Youth

TJ Helgren

Chad Knaus

Emily McCourt
Aaron McDonough
Angelica Mueller
Sam Nieting
Brandon Oosterhof
Hailey Schlitz
Larissa Schlitz
Hannah Schommer
Erin Thompson
Taylor Willert

Adults

Lori Anacker
Lin Bender
Jeanne Deimund
Hilde Fesling
Kris Hebel

Pete Imlah
Ardie Nelson
Keith Nelson
Todd Nieting
Debbie Reed
Bob Scholfield
Linda Scholfield

SoultFire

June 3 Dinner & Devo’s at Imlah’s
June 10 Youth Room

June 17 &24 No Youth Meeting

June 29 "Noah's Ark"

Crosstraining
June 29 "Noah'sArk"

Stewardship Corner

Hello Fellow Stewards,

Let’s start this article with a big THANK YOU
to all those who used our first annual draft as a



way to get involved in our church body. Then let’s
follow up with a big Thank You to all who helped
to make it happen. There were people who helped
to cook. People who made desserts and salads at
home. People who put together the sign up
sheets. People who made the reminder phone
calls. Asyou can see just this one little event took
more than the handful you saw that night. So
thanks everyone.

For those of you who weren’t able to make the
tail gate party keep thinking. We will be making
follow up phone calls to see where you want to
serve; we will have some suggestions also. Some
year-long commit-ments, some one day or a
couple hours at a time, there is something for
everyone.

See You in Church
Anne Meyer

Care Net Pregnancy Center’s Baby
Bottle Campaign

Care Net is a pregnancy coun-seling center,
providing alterna-tives to abortion. Care Net’s free
and confidential services include compassionate
counsel-ing, the Elizabeth House maternity home,
and a licensed medical facility providing medical
services such as pregnancy testing, ultra-sounds
and STT testing and treatment. They also offer
practical, ongoing support, immediate help and
abortion recovery services.

N We have empty baby bottles available for
u‘@ you to take home. When you fill a bottle
with currency, coins, or a check, you are
helping Care Net provide much needed

services, which are all free of charge.

addition, 5% of the proceeds will be
donated to Mother and Child Resource Center, a
ministry which provides baby clothing and baby
items to pregnant mothers and families in need,
and another 5% will be designated for The
Elizabeth House, Care Net’s
residential Christian maternity
program.

Please return your bottle to church
on or before Father’s Day, June 17.

Lutheran Women

in Mission

Knit or Crochet Bandages

Our Ladies’ Guild has an on-going project to
knit or crochet simple cotton bandages for tropical
skin ulcer patients (size 8 needles or H hook). Pick
up directions at the Ladies’ Guild table by the mail
slots. Finished bandages can be placed in the
basket there.

Make a Blanket for Project Linus

Project Linus is a non-profit
4 s organization,
dedicated e Ty to "Providing

Security Through Blankets," for ill or traumatized
children and teens. Inspired by a picture of a
three-year-old cancer patient holding her security
blanket, Project Linus was begun in 1995 by Karen
Loucks. Project Linus was named after the
adorable security blanket toting character from the
Peanuts comic strip. Creator Charles Schulz was
aware of the effort and delighted to have Linus
inspire blanket makers to help comfort children in
need.

Blankets should be home-made of all-new
washable materials (no recycled materials or
wool) in child or teen-friendly colors or prints.
45” by 60” is the most needed blanket size, but
blankets of many sizes are useful. Blankets should
be at least 30” by 36” for infants, 45” by 45” and
45” by 60” for older kids, up to a maximum of
about 45” by 72.”

Blankets may be knitted, crocheted, fleece or
quilted. For fringed fleece blankets, it is best to
start with a 1 ¥2 yd length of 60-inch wide fleece.

Place finished blankets in the blue box by the
Women’s Guild table in the hallway.

Project Linus volunteers sew a Project Linus
label on each blanket before it is given to a child.

During the fourth or fifth week of each month
they deliver about 130 handmade blankets to
delighted children at UW Children's Hospital and
about 100 more to St. Marys, Madison for
hospitalized children. The children and their
families are always deeply touched by the obvious
love and the spirit of generosity with which these
blankets were made. Madison-Area Project Linus
also donates blankets to Ronald McDonald House,
Interfaith Hospitality Network, Domestic Abuse
Intervention Services, and other area agencies.



Chaplain’s
Picnic June 24

Make it a date to attend the 4™ Annual Chaplain’s
Picnic on June 24, 2007 at the Sheboygan County
Fairgrounds in Plymouth, WI — a great day trip!
This year’s picnic theme is “All American —
Baseball, Hot Dogs, Apple Pie and Chevrolets”.
Members of the Sheboygan ‘A’s Baseball team will
be on hand, a Car Show, The “Tarnation”
Barbershop Quartet, “Polka Potion” Band, Culver’s
Roast Beef, Hot Dogs, Apple Pie and Custard, Kid’s
Games, Wagon Rides and more! Come and

join the family fun while
supporting this (e ;‘5" vital ministry to
our area 2> nursing home
residents. 'gi!i Donations to the
Chaplaincy Picnic will be

supplemented with funds from the East and West
Chapters of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.

BLOOD Our church plays an impor-tant
DRIVE role in meeting community needs,

[ | so the American Red Cross is asking
for our help this summer. Summer
C[ blood donations in the Midwest can
drop as much as 10% between the
\®) Memorial Day and Labor Day holidays.

An average of 38,000 pints of blood is needed
daily to treat patients in the United States.
Cancer patients, accident victims, people under-
going major surgery and people with some chronic
illnesses all need blood. Recipients of blood
products are not able to take vacations from
needing life-saving blood. They are in con-stant
need of a healthy supply and summer is a time of
critical need for hospital patients and blood banks
across the country.

Very few people realize that approximately 60%
of the U.S. population is eligible to donate blood
but only 5% donate.

You can help by donating and educating your
family, friends and co-workers about the
importance of giving blood during the critical
summer months. Anyone who is at least 17 years
old, weighs at least 110 pounds and is in good
health may be eligible to give blood.

Red blood cells have a shelf life of 42 days and
platelets last only 5 days, so it must be replenished
constantly — there is simply no substitute for
human blood. Our local Red Cross is in need of
donations of all blood types, but there is an
especially great need for donors with Type O
negative blood.

Blood donation appointments can be made by
calling 1-800-GIVE LIFE (800-448-3543) or visit
www.givebloodgivelife.org for Donor Center and
blood drive locations and hours.

The Gift of Life Runs Through You. Thank you
for donating

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
300 Broadway Drive ‘
Sun Prairie, WI 53590 ‘A?ﬁ
608.837.7446 s

Worship:
Sundays 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Rev. Stephen M. Mueller, Pastor
Mr. Peter Imlah,
Youth & Family Minister

www.bethlehemlc.org
Office@bethlehemlc.org

Opportunities to Volunteer:

At Oakwood Village East

5565 Tancho Drive

Madison, WI 53718
Contact Kim Viney, 230-4238 or
kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net to volunteer for any
of the follow-ing or for more information.

Village Mercantile -

Volunteers are needed for the Village Mercantile
gift shop and grocery store in the Community Center
at Oakwood Village East Retirement Community.

Volunteers are needed Monday-Friday 9:45 a.m.-
12:30 p.m. or 12:30-3:15 p.m., or on Saturday, 12:45-
3:15 p.m. New Village
Mercantile volunteers receive training and a 20%
discount on regular-priced gift shop merchandise on
the day(s) they volunteer in the Mercantile.



RSVP Drivers Needed

Give g  Areyou asafe driver, willing
Blde to use your won vehicle, and
il “'x;,“.\ can spare a few hours per

e

~ {a—=> week to provide an essential

- gervice to Dane County older
adults in your area? Call RSVP of Dane
County.

This volunteer Escort Driver Program is
designed to help adults 60 years of age and
older, without access to personal trans-
portation. Volunteers respond to requests
for medical and other important trips
depending upon driver availability and other
community transportation resources. This
service enables older adults to stay in their
homes as long as possible.

Drivers are reimbursed 44%2¢ per mile,
covered with personal accident, liability and
excess automobile liability insurance. The
program is extremely flexible and can work
around individual schedules.

More drivers are needed to meet the
demand for service. If you can help, call Gene
Kundert at 441-7896 or email him at
gkundert@rsvpdane.org.



