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Holy Week

Palm Sunday
April 1
8:00 & 10:30 a.m.

Maundy

Thursday/Communion
April 5
7:00 p.m.
‘Peter’s evidence’

Good Friday
April 6
7:00 p.m.

Easter Sunday Festival

Worship
April 8
8:00 a.m. Worship
10:30 a.m. Contemporary
Worship

Easter Breakfast
April 8
8:45-10:15 a.m.

Come for Breakfast!

Make plans to
attend our 6t
annual Easter Pan-
cake Breakfast on
April 8 from 8:45-
10:30 a.m. Proceeds from this
event will help support the
partici-pants in this summer’s
mission trip to inner-city
Chicago Lutheran Schools and

other organizations and will be
matched by Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans to $800. Please
sign up at the round table in
the narthex if you plan to
attend and/or if you would like
to donate food items for the
breakfast.

Guest Speaker on
April 15

Founded in 1982, Food for the
Poor is an interdenominational
Christian ministry working to
end the suffering of the poor in
the Caribbean and Latin
America. They provide food
for the starving, build small
houses for the destitute, dig
water wells for parched villa-
gers, provide medicine and
medical equipment for the sick
and elderly, support orphanages
and education for children, and
much more.

See: www.foodforthepoor.org

On April 15 Rev. John Fischer
will come to tell us about this
wonderful ministry and what
we can do to help.

Pastor Fischer has been
engaged in ministry that
relates the love of Christ to
human need in the 36 years of
his ordained ministry. He has
served in congregations in
Texas, Mississippi and Florida,
overseas on Guam, and the
military chaplaincy (retired,
US Naval Reserve). Heis a
Circuit Counselor in the
Florida/Georgia District.

An Easter Prayer

LORD,

Thank You for the gift of
HOPE You gave us on Easter
morning. Because of You we
know that no problem is too
difficult and even death does
not have power over us.

Thank You for the gift of
JOY You gave us when You
were resurrected. Because of
You we know that no matter
how challenging life may be, in
the end we will rejoice again.

Thank You for the gift of
LOVE You gave us when You
laid down Your Life. Because
of You we know that there is
no sin too great to separate
us and we are incredibly
valuable to You.

Thank You for the gift of
LIFE You gave us when You
left the tomb. Because of
Easter we know this world is
just the beginning and we will
spend forever in heaven with
You.

We celebrate You, JESUS
with hearts full of praise and
gratitude for who You are and
all You've done for us! Amen

- Holly Gerth
Writer, DaySpring



Christ IS Risen!

Mark 16:5-8 As they entered
the tomb, they saw a young
man dressed in a white
robe sitting on the right
side, and they were
alarmed. "Don't be
alarmed," he said. "You are
looking for Jesus the
Nazarene, who was cruci-
fied. He has risen! He is not
here. See the place where
they laid him. But go, tell
his disciples and Peter, 'He
is going ahead of you into
Galilee. There you will see
him, just as he told you.'"
Trembling and bewildered,
the women went out and
fled firom the tomb. They
said nothing to any-one,
because they were afraid.

The angel on that first
glorious Easter was “sitting.”
So what, you might say? When
Christ was born, the angels
hovered in the air and let
themselves be seen as a
heavenly host, while their
Prince and ruler, Christ, still
had to strive against the Devil
and his entire kingdom. Here
at the resurrection of Christ,
however, the angel is seated.
He shows that the battle has
ended and the victory over all
our enemies has been achieved
through Christ - in the same
way that a valiant hero and
warrior usually stood tall as the
slaughter raged on, but sat
down and rested when the
strife had ended and the enemy
had been subdued.

The resurrection of Christ is a
revealed testimony that He has
powerfully conquered all our
enemies. It is written about
Him in Isaiah 42:13:

The LORD will march
out like a mighty man,
like a warrior he will stir
up his zeal; with a shout
he will raise the battle cry

Go quickly and
tell... be is
risen from A4
the dead. -

Matthew 28:7

and will
triumph
over his
enemies.

What
sort of
enemies of
Christ are
these? They are our ene-mies
also because He became our
Mediator and Brother. Spe-
cifically, these enemies are :
Death, Sin, the Devil, and Hell.
God’s inheritance in Paradise
was trampled by these
enemies: by sin with burning
because it ignited God’s wrath,
by death with murder, by the
Devil with robbery and
plunder, and by hell with
tortuous devouring. These
“brutes” trampled the entire
human race.

But there is One who showed
Himself our victorious Prince
and Conqueror - Jesus Christ
the Righteous One! Jesus is
the One in Hosea 13:14:

I will ransom them from
the power of the grave; I
will redeem them from
death. “Where, O death, are
your plagues? Where, O
grave, is your
destruction?”

Since Christ’s victory is our
victory we can joyfully say with
St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:55-

57:
"Where, O D@&ﬁh
death, is has been

your "
victory? Victory.7
Where, O /
death, is
your
sting?"
The sting
of death is
sin, and the power of sin is
the law. But thanks be to
God! He gives us the
victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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ans 15:54-55

Christ, on our behalf, battled
against the Devil and his grip,
sin, death and Hell; and in this
cause Christ gave up His spirit
and laid Himself into the grave.
Had He then remained in the
grave and not risen again from
the dead, we would always
have to wonder whether He
had been laid low and
overcome by our enemies. But
now, since He ripped Himself
loose from their bonds and,
just like the strong hero
Samson, has broken through
the gates of death (Judges
16:3), it is clearly proven that
He has retained the field and
the victory. That is why we
sing these words:

It was a strange war,

As death and life fiercely
struggled.

Life retained the victory

As it gobbled up death.

The Scripture had prophesied this,
That as Life gulped down death,
Death would become a laughing
stock. Hallelujah.

(Stanza 2 of Martin Luther’s Christ
lag in Todesbanden.)

So even now we follow this
One from now on with joy and
confidence because He gives us
the final victory over these
enemies!

Hallelujah!
Christ IS Risen!

Rejoice in the
Resurrected LORD
of all!

Blessed Easter!
Pastor Mueller

“For I resolved to know nothing while
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with you except Jesus Christ and Him
crucified.” (1 Cor. 2:2)

The Need of the Hour

William Wallace, one of the
most focused leaders in Irish
history, lived a life determined
to bring freedom to his Scottish
countrymen. His passion and
vision, revealed in the
historical movie Braveheart
documenting his life, was the
result of a personal story filled
with moments of pain and
victory. His triumphant call of
freedom still echoes
throughout his countryside.

The apostle Paul was a
determined believer. His vision
of taking the Gospel down the
road that led to Rome was
strewn with obstacles and
challenges. Each of these trials
could have sidetracked his
efforts. Paul remained focused
to the end (Philippians 3:12-
14).

All believers can point to
critical incidents in which God
taught them important lessons
and insights. All of these
moments, in time, are part of
God's shaping their life for a
unique contribution in the
expansion of His kingdom.

Churches also reach defining
moments - moments when
the members confront the
challenges of living out the
vision, responding in
obedience to the call of the
King. Vision requires risk and
surrender. Too often leaders
shrink back from changing
structures.

The power of a focused
ministry comes from the power
of greater clarity and focus in
the lives of it's leaders.

In Nehemiah 2:17-18,
Nehemiah cried out to his
people, "You see the trouble we
are in: Jerusalem lies in ruins,
and its gates have been burned
with fire. Come, let us rebuild
the wall of Jerusalem, and we
will no longer be in disgrace.”
They replied, "Let us start
rebuilding." So they began this
good work.

Our call in Leadership
Summit #2 held on April
21 from 9:00am to 2:30pm
is to discover what God has
called Bethlehem to do in
expanding His Kingdom. The
overview of this Summit is

Part One:
Understanding the
Community;

Part Two:
Clarifying Preferred
Values;

Part Three:
Discovering the Future.

Peter R Imlah
Youth & Family Minister
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Essentials of
DISCIPLINE

What's OK, What's Not
and What Works

Parenthood is one of the
most challenging and
rewarding experiences most of
us will ever have! But in the
middle of busy days, runny
noses and carpool-ing, we
sometimes forget to enjoy the
journey.

Essentials of Discipline
features the most up-to-date
research on parenting, humor-
ous animated vignettes, "mom
(and dad) on the street"
interviews and the kind of
practical, approachable
teaching that can only come
from America's most trusted
authority on parenting issues,
Dr. James Dobson.

From this study you will gain
the practical understanding,
dynamic biblical principles,
and encouragement you need
to shape your child's will
without breaking his or her
spirit, and feel confident in
your ability to handle
discipline in a positive way.

Tuesdays 8:30 -10:00 a.m.

In the Library at
Bethlehem Lutheran
Church

Childcare Available

Cost is $10.00

March 27 Why Your Child

Needs Discipline
April 3 Irresponsibility vs.
Defiance
April10  Anger vs. Action
April17  Finding Balance in
Discipline
April24  To Spank or Not to
Spank

May 1 Changing Discipline
as Your Child
Grows, Part 1

May 8 Changing Discipline
as Your Child Grows,
Part 2

May 15 Protecting the Spirit

May 22  The Strong-Willed
Adolescent, Part 1

May 29 The Strong-Willed
Adolescent, Part 2

June 5 The Ultimate Priority

CROSS”RAINING



Confirmation Ministry

April

4 OFTF (Spring Break)
11 The Fifth & Sixth Petition
18 The Sixth & Seventh Petition
25 The Lord’s Prayer Review

May

2 Lord’s Prayer Exam

5 Confirmation Rehearsal &
Banquet (10:00am)

6 Confirmation Celebration
Service (10:30am)

16 Cook-Out and Kick-ball Game

SOULTFIRE
High School Youth Ministry

April
1 Movie Night
8 Serving Easter Breakfast -
No Evening Meeting
15 Following Jesus Every Day
-Love
22 Following Jesus Every Day
-Justice
29 Following Jesus Every Day
-Unity

Lutheran
Women
in Mission
LWML District Workshop
a Huge Success

On Saturday, March 25 about
100 women from all across
southern Wisconsin converged
on Bethlehem for one of the
annual South Wisconsin
District Lutheran Women’s
Missionary League’s Mission
Workshops.

We were treated to tales of
success and struggle from
missionaries involved in
African immigrant, ex-con
rehabilitation, and Hmong

missions in Wisconsin, an
overview of MOST Ministries
and the support they provide
for domestic and overseas
mission trips. During the
afternoon breakout sessions
participants shared the exciting
things they are doing in their
congregations and individual
LWML societies. All apprecia-
ted the use of Bethlehem’s
facilities and our ladies’ tasty
treats.

All women and confirmed
girls are invited to the next
regular Ladies’ Guild/LWML
meeting on Monday, April 2 at
7:00 p.m.

Quilting Day Scheduled

A quilting
Saturday is
scheduled for
April 14 from
8:30 —noon.
Bring a sewing machine or
cutting equipment. Also need
people to iron and others to lay
out squares for more quilts.

Knit or Crochet
Bandages

Our Ladies’ Guild has an
ongoing project to knit or
crochet simple cotton
bandages for tropical skin ulcer

<~ patients (size 8
needles or H
hook). Pick up
directions at the
Ladies’ Guild
table by the mail
slots. Finished bandages can
be placed in the basket there.

CPR Class Scheduled

Register for the CPR class to
be held at Bethlehem, Thurs-
day night, April 19 from 6-9 by
calling Kristine Ellestad at 837-

2781. The cost of $50/person
is due in advance, more details
forthcoming — watch the
Sunday bulletin.

Old Hymnals

If you gave one or more of
the old hymnals in memory or
honor of someone you make
take it/them from the table in
the narthex. Or, if you'd just
like one, please take one.

Parking Lot
Maintenance
Scheduled for May

All of Bethlehem’s parking
lots will be cleaned, sealed and
striped during the second half
of May. The work will begin on
a Wednesday and end on
Satur-day with parking
available for Sunday service.
The specific dates of the work
will depend on weather
conditions. If the parking lot is
closed please use the parking
lot across the street at the
Cheeseman.

He Wants You on His
Team!

Have you noticed the tag
lines around the church lately
(put your heart into it, huddle
up, etc)? We are trying to
create excitement and get all of
us actively involved in our
church. To make it

easy for you to get i
involved, we will be

holding a draft (like

the NBA or NFL drafts ‘

of college athletes) of
all our members on
May 9, 2007.

For the four weeks before the
draft, we will highlight the
opportunities that are available
to serve and grow on His team.
Each board is putting together
a list of services our church




needs to accomplish His game
plan, along with expected time
com-mitment for each
opportunity. For example, a
Sunday greeter would have 104
possible opportunities (2
services per Sunday times 52
weeks) 15 minutes before each
service. You could commit to 1
or as many as you would like.

From mid-April through
early May, there will be posters
throughout the church high-
lighting the opportunities
available to serve on His team
along with a sign-up sheet. We
are sure there will be a place on
His team that will be just right
for you!

Starting again on Wednesday
April 18 Bethlehem’s Raving
Members will have a potluck
and on May 2 we will have
“bring your bag lunch” to
church. At these two evening
events we will have fun pro-
grams to explain the draft. You
will also have the opportunity
to “come out early” for His
team.

All of our confirmed
members will be given the
opportunity to volunteer for
spots on His team or they will
be drafted for three spots. The
draft “tailgate” party will be
held on the evening of
Wednesday May 9. You may
enter our draft early and
choose your spots, volunteer
for spots at our party on the
ot or you will be in our draft
pool. We know He would like
all of us to play on His team!

After our draft party, those
not signing up will be
contacted and given a choice of
opportunities to get in the
game and serve on His Team.

Want your younger kids to
get involved? Kids not yet
confirmed can “come out early”
and commit to be on His team
too! They will need a
commitment from a parent to
get the youth to events which,
naturally, means the parent is

signed up for the opportunity
also!

Watch for more information
and your opportunity to get
involved on the team that is
always a winning team, HIS
TEAM!

Sunday, May 13

9:00 a.m.
In the Fellowship Hall

Please bring a pie to be
auctioned off and bid on
one for your-self!!
Treat Momto a
I delicious pie for
dessert on Mother's

Day. All proceeds
go to the summer
Mission Trip in
( Chicago.
)
o
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Website from
Lutheran Hour
Ministries

It’s been said that children
are evidence of God’s promise
for the future, bringing
curiosity and delight into our
world.

One of the great blessings of
such curiosity is their enthu-
siasm and desire to learn. Like
sponges, children soak up the
world around them! And with
technology continuing to
explode, they are being
exposed to more and more at
an increa-singly early age.
How can we make sure that
what they are seeing and
hearing will reinforce the best,
most neces-sary values?

Lutheran Hour Ministries
shares in your desire to provide
the very best for children,
understanding the struggles of
finding positive resources that
build solid foundations for
faith and learning. That’s why
they created
JCPlayZone.com. It’s an
internet site with games, crafts,
puzzles, coloring pages, and
stories that make for safe
online play for children ages 2-
6. As an extra bonus, parents
will find articles and
encourage-ment at
JCParentZone.com

The Chaplain’s
Corner

“WALKING THROUGH THE
VALLEY”

“Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the
shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for Thou art with me”
Psalm 23:4a

Monday, March 19 was not a
typical day at Rocky Knoll.
When I arrived, I was met with
Activity Staff saying that the
North Chapel Area was
being used for receiving
residents from Beech Health
Care Center. We were about to
gain 22 of the 139 people being
evacuated because of the
devastating Landmark Condo
fire. These
folks
awoke to
a fiery
blast in
the wee
hours of
the

morning just outside their
windows.

As the residents came out of
the vans still in their

NURSING HOME
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nightclothes and wrapped in
blankets, they smiled and
greeted us as we wheeled them
into the building. “All I saw
was orange” some were saying.
“My windows broke” a lady,
said. I noticed that all of them
were amazingly calm as they
told the staff what had
happened.

After meeting with each of
them and saying a prayer, a
few of them asked me when
our Chapel Services were held.
Chapel? My first thoughts
might have been, “Where’s my
clothes?” “I'm hungry” or,
what’s going to happen now?”.
The staff got our guests a hot
breakfast, clothes and a room
in fast order.

Our Chapel volunteers from
St. John’s Lutheran Church in
Plymouth came at their normal
time only to find things were a
bit different on this day. The
Activity staff and I agreed that
this was a day needed for
prayer and worship. We held
Chapel at 1:30 that afternoon.
Our Chapel volunteers took
time out of their day to return
to help. Most of the Beech
residents and some of their
family members joined the
Rocky Knoll residents in
worship.

The staff at Beech Health
Care Center and Rocky Knoll
was trained well in the event of
this type of situation. I had
also been trained years before
in the Air Force and Sheriff’s
Department. Monday was for
real. Everyone responded well
— all the residents were safe.

In Chapel that afternoon, I
could not help thinking of
those words from Psalm 23. 1
was talking to folks who
walked through the valley of
the shadow of death. Like
David, who stood in the valley
facing a giant, the resident’s
Goliath was the threat of that
blast, fire and smoke.

God sent His Son, Jesus —
The Good Shepherd who walks
with His flock every day. He is
there protecting us from harm
and danger especially from the
Evil in the world. Jesus saves
us from spiritual death, but I
am convinced that he also
sends His angels for our
protection, too. Through the
years I have seen people who
have perished in death in many
ways. But on March 19, 20071
saw people who survived by
God’s grace working through
others to help them. I saw
people who wanted to worship
and give thanks to a Savior
who brought them “through
the valley”.

Pastor Tom

Rev. Tom Fleischmann,
Chaplain Sheboygan County
Area Chaplaincy Ministry

Chaplain’s Picnic
June 24

Mark Your Calendars Now to
attend the 4th Annual
Chaplain’s Picnic on June 24,
2007 at the Sheboygan County
Fairgrounds in Plymouth. This
year the 10:30 Worship service
features guest preacher Rev.
Dr. William Diekelman, first
vice-president of the LCMS, as
we celebrate the Chaplaincy’s
35t year in Sheboygan County.
This year’s picnic theme is “All
American — Baseball, Hot
Dogs, Apple Pie and
Chevrolets”. Members of the
Sheboygan ‘A’s Baseball team
will be on hand, a Car Show,
The “Tarnation” Barbershop
Quartet, “Polka Potion” Band,
Culver’s Roast Beef, Hot Dogs,
Apple Pie and Custard, Kid’s
Games, Wagon Rides and
More! Come and join the
family fun while supporting
this vital ministry to our area
nursing home residents.
Donations to the Chaplaincy

Picnic will be supplemented
with funds from the East and
West Chapter of Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans.

Parish Planning Council
February 13, 2007

Present: Tim Mielcarek, Bob
Hickey, Pastor Mueller, Jim
McCourt, Pete Imlah, Anne
Meyer, Lori Anacker, Keith
McCredie

The meeting was brought to
order at 5:28 p.m. by Executive
Director Tim Mielcarek.

Pastor Mueller opened with
prayer.

Minutes of the previous meeting
regarding onset of twice-monthly
contemporary service were
corrected to state that this would
begin in March.

Treasurer Pat Schommer noted
that Sunday offering receipts
should be $8500/week to meet
the 2007 budget.

Pastor Mueller reminded all of
the Ash Wednesday service on
February 21. Dedication for the
new Lutheran Service Book will
be on Sunday, March 4.

Pete Imlah noted that about 75
members participated in the
“Fresh Start” study. The next
reFocus Phase is corporate with
several summits coming up.

Steve Anacker has stepped down
as chair of the Board of
Evangelism due to a job transfer.
His wife Lori will take over until
she has to leave. The Board of
Evangelism has been investigating
how we process visitor
information, other boards will be
involved in this too and a report to
the council will be forthcoming in
April. The Evangelism Board will
sponsor the Lenten supper on
March 7. They will also send out
Lent/Easter greetings to
delinquent members. A color
laser printer has been purchased
mainly for the purpose of
updating the pictorial directory as
new members join and for
producing brochures. They will
also be sponsoring a “Bring a
Friend to Church” Sunday in the
spring.



The Board of Lay Ministry has
approved celebrating Holy
Communion at every Sunday
service, hopefully to start in May.
They are working with the Altar
Guild to find more personnel to
help with set-up, take down, clean
up, etc. and also need more Lay
Ministers to help in serving.

The Properties Board has spring
and fall work days and projects
planned. They are also working
on church utilization guidelines.
They will sponsor a Lenten supper
on March 21.

For the Board of Stewardship,
Anne Meyer discussed the draft
concept that will be implemented
soon.

The next Voters meeting will be
held on March 14 at 6:15 p.m.
following supper.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast will start
up again on the first Saturday of
the month.

Keith McCredie will look into
purchasing 1-2 Automated
External Defibrillators (AED) for
the sanctuary and fellowship hall.

Pete Imlah closed with prayer.

Meeting adjourned at 6:40 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Betty Isaacson
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Opportunities to
Volunteer:

j:?

x

Scripture Readers

If you would like to read the
Scripture lessons during a
worship service, please contact
Jim Cook 655-1429.

More Food Pantry
Volunteers Needed

Once the move to Sunshine
Place is completed in April an
additional two people will be
needed to staff the 1st, 2nd and
3rd Mondays from 5-7 p.m.
Contact Karen Est at 825-
4296. Training will be
provided. If we do not have
enough volunteers from
Bethlehem, we will have to ask
for help from St. Albert’s.

Red Barn at Sunshine

Place

The "Red Barn" is a thrift
store run by volunteers from 5
Sun Prairie churches and was
originally housed in a small red
barn. Bethlehem will staff the
store on Tuesdays from Noon-
4 p.m.

The new store is located in
the new Sunshine Place at 18
Rickel Rd. in Sun Prairie and
plans to open sometime in
April. Volun-teer workers will
be needed then and any
amount of help will be
appreciated.

Donations of good, clean
clothing and housewares will
also be welcomed during
business hours once the
store opens. If you would like
to volunteer some time there,
call Janine Much at 837-4405
for info.

In the past Bethlehem has
realized at least $1,000 per
year from the efforts of these
volunteers.

At Oakwood Village East
5565 Tancho Drive
Madison, WI 53718

Contact Kim Viney, 230-4238 or
kim.viney@oakwoodvillage.net
to volunteer for any of the
follow-ing or for more
information.

Village Mercantile —

Volunteers are needed for the
Village Mercantile gift shop and
grocery store in the Community
Center at Oakwood Village East
Retirement Community.

Volunteers are needed
Monday-Friday 9:45 a.m.-12:30
p.m. or 12:30-3:15 p.m., Or on
Saturday, 12:45-3:15 p.m. New
Village Mercantile volunteers
receive training. Volunteers
receive a 20% discount on
regular-priced gift shop
merchandise on the day(s) they
volunteer in the Mercantile.
Volunteer applica-tion,
interview and orientation
required with Volunteer Services
Coordinator for registration and
screening purposes for place-
ment. Training provided by
Village Mercantile managers
upon placement. Volunteers
should have good social and
organization skills. Experience
operating money handling and
cash register operation
beneficial, but not necessary.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church

300 Broadway Drive
Sun Prairie, WI 53590

608.837.7446

Worship:
Sundays 8:00 & 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School/Bible Class 9:10

Rev. Stephen M. Mueller, Pastor
Mr. Peter Imlah,
Youth & Family Minister

www.bethlehemlec.org
Office@bethlehemlc.org







